Introduction
Economic determination may be conceptualised in terms of mechanisms of constraint that limit the potential autonomy of the state. Following Lukes' analysis of freedom and autonomy, four such interrelated mechanisms may be identified by distinguishing internal/ external and personal/impersonal constraints. Each of these may be conceived as operating in a positive or negative form. Three of these mechanisms are referred to by Miliband in The State in Capitalist Society (1969, p. 79 ):
• ideological dispositions of governments • structural constraints imposed upon them by the system • pressures to which they have been subjected by dominant interests This analysis suggests two external (or society-centred) mechanisms -structural constraints and pressure exerted by dominant interests -and one internal (or state-centred) mechanism -the ideological dispositions of governments. Miliband also suggests a particular relationship between these mechanisms. Society-centred causal influences are not automatically translated into appropriate state policies but have to be mediated or filtered by the political process and the state system. Thus, in particular, the ideological dispositions of governments make a difference to how they respond to external constraints (making them 'more acceptable') and pressures (making them easier to 'submit to'). It is not clear whether the society-centred causal influences, alone or in combination, would in the end be sufficient to explain state policies, but Miliband argues that specific internal features of the state -the beliefs of officeholders -reinforce these external influences. The passage could be read as an argument that state policies are 'over-determined' by these three causal influences. The mechanisms may also be distinguished in terms of whether they refer to the causal powers of 'structure' (structural constraints) or 'agency' (class, government). And, again, although it is possible that structure or agency alone could be sufficient to explain state policies, this might be conceived in terms of over-determination. There is a fourth mechanism that Miliband does not allude to: the institutional logic or rationality of the state system. This mechanism highlights that governments, whatever their ideological dispositions, operate within a state system with certain structural properties, and that this structural aspect of the state also makes a difference as to how external influences are responded to. Using the distinctions between structure and agency and society-and state-centred explanations, Lukes' four constraints may be presented in a rough schema.
The state-society (internal-external) and structure-agency (impersonal-personal) distinctions are analytical and do not suggest that agents can operate free from structures or that the institutional logic of the state can be entirely independent of the society in which it is located. Rather, in elaborating these four mechanisms it will be important to highlight how they overlap and interconnect.
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Mechanisms of
Agency 
Mechanism 1 -internal/personal
The idea of an internal/personal mechanism refers to the character of personnel within the state system and, in particular, those who occupy the leading positions within the state. It rests on the claim that the 'people who are professionally concerned with the actual running of the state …[are]… of crucial importance in the analysis of
